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Henry Sloane Coffin said it... 


THE CHURCH'S REAL MEMBERS 


If a church is an audience, then a tramp who moves about hear- 
ing distinguished preachers and tasting the choirs of various 
congregations hears better preaching and music than the home- 
body who sticks week after week in the same spot. Tramps 
have no burdensome obligations, but what steady member of 
a family circle fails to find responsibilities accumulating? Wan- 
derers among churches, like travelers in foreign lands, are 
observers and feel at liberty to criticize; but a member of a 
household, while he tries to improve whatever he sees amiss, 
finds his sense of loyalty preventing his discussing his relatives. 
. .. 80 a church ceases to be scrutinized critically by those whose 
spiritual life develops in its fellowship. They are well aware that 
other congregations excel at a hundred points, just as hundreds 
of homes have advantages of one sort and another over theirs; 
but this is their church, the home of their Christian work and 
faith. It gathers their affection and fastens ever more firmly 
their allegiance with the passing years. Say what you will about 
it, it is home to them. 





— From Joy in Believing, an inspirational treasury of Henry Sloane Cof- 
fin, edited by Walter Russell Bowie; just published by Chas. Scribner’s 
Sons, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Item on Augusta Service Was an Error 





No Rabbi 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your news source was completely in 
error in the [rns] item carried in your 
issue of Nov. 12 that reported five-minute 
daily prayer services held in First Pres- 
byterian Church, Augusta, Ga., under the 
leadership of among others a Jewish rabbi. 
This type of prayer service is not being 
held in our church at present. Neither 
has a rabbi ever conducted nor partici- 
pated in a prayer service in our church. 
In my saying this you will recognize no 
reluctance to cooperate with other reli- 
gious groups with which a Presbyterian 
may consistently cooperate but only jeal- 
ous regard for the doctrine of the deity 
of Christ. 

ROBERT STRONG. 
Augusta, Ga. 


What Garibaldi Said 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Regarding report on Garibaldi (OUTLOOK, 
Oct. 29, Nov. 19): 

His exact quotation, I believe, is the 
following found in The Memoirs of Gari- 
baldi, edited by Alexandre Dumas: 

“On the 2nd of July, I assembled the 
troops in the Vatican Square. I made my 
way to the centre of the gathering, and 
announced to them that I was leaving 
Rome to carry into the provinces the 
revolt against Austria, and the King of 
Naples, and Pope Pius IX. I wound up 
by saying: 

“*Whosoever is willing to follow me 
will be received among my people. I ask 
nothing of them but a heart filled with 
love for our country. They will have no 
pay and no rest. They will have bread 
and water when perchance they can find 
any. Whoso is not satisfied with such a 
life had better remain behind. Once you 
have passed through the gate of Rome, 
every step backward will be a step towards 
death.’”’ 

Dumas then adds: “Here the Memoirs 
of Garibaldi break off.” 

As you may know, Dumas was a friend 


of Garibaldi’s, corresponded with him, 
on one occasion wrote him a stinging 
letter of rebuke, and wrote his Memoirs 
installment by installment. 

JAMES SALANGO. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Against Embroidering 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Who “adapted” that lovely prayer of 
Saint Francis of Assisi—OuvuTLooK, Nov. 
26, page 6? As printed there it represents 
just the kind of embroidering that sets 
me wild. Most of us know the prayer in 
its simple and, I suppose, original form: 

“Lord, make me an instrument of thy 
peace; where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, 
light; and where there is sadness, joy. 

“O Divine Master, grant that I may not 
so much seek to be consoled as to con- 
sole; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; for it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardoning that we 
are pardoned, and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life.” 

That’s the way it is punctuated, and 
that’s all there is to it.... 

What grieves me is that so much Presby- 
terian literary effort (I mean aesthetics 
or art, apart from more serious religious 
work) is like this! Sentimental improve- 
ments on Saint Francis! Gee! 

NorTH CAROLINA 


EDITORS: True, too true. 


And This 
From Peter Parson (British Weekly): 


“Next to the preacher who says, ‘Shall 
we pray?’ (and how surprised he would 
be if we rose up and answered ‘No’!) my 
pet abomination is the man who tries to 
improve and embellish the Apostolic Ben- 
ediction. The more he adds to it the 
weaker he makes it. Is ‘the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit’ adequately rendered by 
‘the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit’? 
The Apostle may have been thinking of 
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a personal and private experience of the 
Spirit, but it is more likely that he was 
praying, and bidding us to pray, that the 
community created and made possible by 
the Holy Spirit might be realized among 
us.” 


EDITORS: And in the Mosaic benedic- 
tion (Num. 6:26) there is no “light of 
his” countenance to be lifted up. How- 
ever, one change is obligatory: “thee” 
must be changed to “you” where more 
than one person is involved. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














NOTE—U:S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


DECEMBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Sermon 
on the Mount, Matt. 5-7. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.) Brightest and 
best of the sons of the morning. 

Dec. 1-31, Annuities and Relief season 
(wu. &.). 

Dec. 9, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 10, United Nations Human Rights 
Day. 

Dec. 10-12, Division of Christian Life and 
Work and Division of Home Missions, 
NCC, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Dec. 10-20, Congress of Evangelical Youth 
in Latin America, Division of Foreign 
Missions, NCC, Barranquilla, Colombia. 

Dec. 11, Annual meeting, Friends of the 
World Council of Churches, New York. 

Dec. 15, Bill of Rights Day. 

Dec. 23, Christmas Sunday; Joy Gift for 
Ministerial Relief (U.S.). 

Dec. 25, Tuesday, Christmas Day. 

Dec. 27-29, Presbyterian Youth Conven- 
tion for the Synod of Virginia, Natural 
Bridge. 

Dec. 27-Jan. 1, United Student Christian 

Council Regional Conferences: 
Northeast, Syracuse University, N. Y. 
Southeast, Davidson College, N. C. 
Middle Atlantic, Pittsburgh area. 


Central Southwest: Oklahoma A&M, 
Stillwater. 

Upper Midwest: N. Ill. State, DeKalb. 
Pacific Northwest: Pacific Lutheran 


College, Parkland, Wash. 
Pacific Southwest: University of Red- 
lands, Calif. 

Dec. 30, Student Homecoming Sunday, 
Celtic Cross Fellowship Sunday (USA); 
Christian Student Sunday; Life Dedi- 
cation Day (U. S.). 

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve Watch Night 


services. 
JANUARY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Matthew. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), God of our 
fathers. Hymnbook: 515. 

Jan. 1-31, Christian Relations 
(U. S.). 

Jan. 6, Beginning of Epiphany, Season of 
the Evangel. 

Jan. 6-13, Universal Week of Prayer, NCC. 

Jan. 13, Seminary Sunday (USA); Still- 
man College Sunday (U.S.). 

Jan. 20, Evangelism Sunday (USA); Pre- 
sentation of Assembly’s 1957 emphasis: 
Christian Citizenship and Stewardship 
(U. S.). 

Jan. 20-26, Church and Economic Life 
Week (NCC). 

Jan. 27, Assembly’s Youth Sunday (U. 
S.); Westminster Fellowship Day, Pres- 
byterian Young People’s Day, (USA). 

Jan. 27-Feb. 3, National Youth Week. 
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Texas Religious Leaders 
To Support Integration 


AusTIN, TEx. (RNS)—A group of 20 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
religious leaders from Texas formed an 
organization here to support decisions by 
the U.S. and state Supreme Courts favor- 
ing racial integration. 

The group invited ‘“‘all men and wom- 
en of goodwill and like mind to join us 
in efforts through peaceful and lawful 
means to uphold and preserve the con- 
stitutional laws of our nation and of our 
state” as interpreted by the two high 
courts. 

Foy Valentine of Dallas, director of 
the Christian Life Commission of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
was named chairman at an organizational 
meeting. Harold Kilpatrick, executive 
secretary of the Texas Council of Church- 
es and a Presbyterian, U. S., layman, 
who called the meeting, was elected treas- 
urer. 

Mr. Valentine said the committee will 
not be a lobbying group. 

The churchmen expressed “gratitude 
for the spirit and way in which the large 
majority of our citizens” have received 
the Supreme Court anti-segregation de- 
cisions. 

They pledged themselves to promote 
“further positive and constructive efforts 
to maintain a spirit of harmony and co- 
operation and to oppose all efforts—leg- 
islative and otherwise—to nullify the 
supreme law of the United States and 
the State of Texas as interpreted by the 
respective Supreme Courts.” 

Although disclaiming to speak offi- 
cially for their church bodies, the 20 
churchmen at the meeting were either top 
officials of Texas religious groups or were 
representing them. 

Presbyterians in the group, besides 
Kilpatrick, included: S. Brooks Mc- 
Lane, Moderator of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Synod of Texas; Prentice Barnett, 
Denton, director of Christian education 
for the Presbyterian, USA, synod. 


LITTLE OPPOSITION 
MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS)—A survey 
made by the Milwaukee field office of the 
United States Census Bureau has indi- 
cated little opposition to including a re- 
ligious preference question in the 1960 
decennial census. As a sampling of 
public opinion on the question, 431 house- 
holds in a four-county area of Wisconsin 
were asked: ‘What is your religion?” 
Only three persons refused flatly to tell. 


USA Board Dissolves 
Missions in India 


Three Presbyterian, USA, missions in 
India are to be dissolved as a result of 
action taken by the Board of Foreign 
Missions at its recent fall meeting. The 
work in India will be merged with the 
United Church of Northern India. Amer- 
ican workers will continue to serve as 
fraternal workers with the Indian church. 

The Board voted, in addition, to pro- 
ceed with the dissolution of the West 
Africa Mission in French Cameroun. 
This will be merged on the same basis 
with the independent Cameroun Presby- 
terian Church. 

Fifty new missionaries and fraternal 
workers were commissioned at the Board 
meeting. ‘They have just completed a 
seven-months orientation and study pe- 
riod under Board direction. Included 
in the group are five doctors, six nurses, 
industrial and agricultural specialists, 
teachers and a hospital administrator. In 
the group were also 26 short-term work- 
ers. 

The budget adopted for 1957 for the 
responsibilities of the Board is the largest 
in the 120 years of its history—$9,112,- 
398. This includes $3,900,000 for the 
maintenance of 1,000 missionaries and 
fraternal workers serving on four con- 
tinents. It also includes $1,740,000 for 
property projects in 18 countries and 
$2,077,000 for service projects in 36 
countries. 


CWS Appeal for Refugees 
Runs Now to Christmas 


New York (rNs)—Church World 
Service, relief arm of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, will sponsor a $325,000 
emergency fund appeal for Hungarian 
refugees. 

The appeal, which is_ tentatively 
planned to continue until Christmas, was 
announced at a news conference here by 
R. Norris Wilson, executive director, im- 
mediately after his return from a five- 
day survey of refugee conditions at the 
Austro-Hungarian border. 


Yale School Head Points 
To College Education Aim 


CoLtumpsiA, Mo. (rNs)—Dean Liston 
Pope of Yale University Divinity School, 
believes that “in our generation we need 
again to understand that the most im- 
portant result of a college education is 
that of finding direction for life and 
developing positive intellectual and spir- 
itual leadership for the world.” 

The theologian stated his view in an 
address to an audience of 2,000 at the 
dedication of a new $450,000 chapel on 
the Stephens College campus here. 

“Intellectual development,” he said, 
“is rudderless at best and dangerous at 
worst when isolated from moral convic- 
tions and personal commitments that are 
religious in character.” 


Number of Missionaries 
Doubles in Twenty Years 


New York (SpEcIAL)—America is 
sending 25 per cent more Protestant mis- 
sionaries to foreign countries than four 
years ago. 

A new survey of the entire Protestant 
foreign missionary enteprise shows an 
all-time high total of 23,432 overseas 
missionaries from the United States and 
Canada—22,680 from the United States 
alone. The figure four years ago was 
18,576. 

The new count is more than twice 
that of 20 years ago, when there were 
11,289. 

The figures were released by the Mis- 
sionary Research Library, maintained 
jointly by the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Missions 
and Union Theological Seminary of New 
York. They covered 213 agencies or 95 


per cent of all known groups. 

The survey showed that Protestant 
missionaries are serving in 100 foreign 
countries, with 35% in East, Southeast 
and Southern Asia; 29% in Africa south 
of the Sahara Desert; and 26.5% in 
Latin America. 


India Leads 


Despite some semi-official attempts to 
discourage entry of new missionaries into 
India, that country leads all others in 
the number represented, with 2,127 as 
reported by 82 per cent of the agencies 
covered. 

Next is Japan, with 1,562, and the 
Belgian Congo with 1,195. China, once 
host to 4,492 American Protestant mis- 
sionaries, now has one, held in prison. 
(He is Paul Mackensen, United Lu- 











theran, held by the Communists in 
Shanghai.) 

Six out of every ten missionaries are 
women. However, the study showed that 
fewer single women are serving in for- 
eign missions than formerly. About 28% 
of missionaries are ordained, against 
34% four years ago when the last pre- 
vious study was made. Missionary fam- 
ilies average two children. : 

In addition to ordained missionaries, 
whose chief duties are evangelistic or 
in ministerial training, more than 2,000, 
roughly 11%, are medical doctors and 
nurses. Non-ordained missionaries also 
include farm technicians, school teachers, 
literacy experts, radio broadcasters, film 
makers, construction engineers, archi- 
tects, air pilots and ground crews. For 
study purposes foreign missionaries were 
defined as North Americans who are em- 
ployed in full-time overseas service by 
Protestant foreign missions boards and 
agencies. 

Announcing results of the study, begun 
in February this year, Frank W. Price, 
director of the Missionary Research Li- 
brary, said the missionaries in the survey 
receive their support from 280 different 
boards and agencies, including over 60 
that do not send personnel. 

These groups received $130,000,000 
to finance the whole enterprise in 1955. 
About $100,000,000 was spent overseas, 
the remainder being used for administra- 
tion, furloughs, equipment and other ex- 
penses at home. 

The study showed that 43.5% of the 
total missionaries belong to denomina- 
tional boards and other agencies that 
co-operate in the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Missions, 
Other large groupings are the Interde- 
nominational Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion, with 19.8%, and the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association with 
17.8%. Independent societies send 12.8% 
of all North American missionaries. 
while Canadian boards send 3.1%. 


Growth of Newer Groups 

Most of the increase in U.S. foreign 
missionaries since 1952 was accounted 
for by evangelical associations indepen- 
dent boards and faith societies, Dr. Price 
pointed out. These groups sent an ad- 
ditional 4,170 overseas, compared to 631 
sent by older established boards or agen- 
cies co-operating in the Division of For- 
eign Missions. 

“In general it may be said that mis- 
sionary societies connected with the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and its Di- 
vision of Foreign Missions have a longer 
history and spend more on institutional 
and service programs,” Dr. Price com- 
mented. He also noted that the co-op- 
erating boards of the older church bodies 
have placed greater emphasis on support- 
ing Christian workers who are nationals 
of the overseas countries being served. 
These latter persons, including medical, 
nursing, teaching and other persons, are 


4 


not included in the total count which 
refers to U.S. and Canadian personnel 
only, he said. 

Methodists send the most missionaries 
overseas, accounting for 1,513. Seventh 
Day Adventists are next with 1,272. Then 
follow the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
with 1,072; and the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion (interdenominational) with 1,024. 

The leading boards according to in- 
come are: Methodist, $13,000,000; 
Southern Baptist and Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist, each with $11,000,000. 


Average $2.00 


An estimated 64,000,000 Protestants 
in the United States and Canada each 
contributed an average of $2 per member 
for foreign missions in 1955. Highest 
per capita giving was in the Mennonite 
Brethren Church of North America, 
11,920 members gave an average $37.50 
to support 188 missionaries. 

The study results, based on data col- 
lected in two simultaneous surveys of 
North American Protestant boards and 
agencies, were published by the Mission- 
ary Research Library in a 29-page bul- 
letin. In addition, the library has pub- 
lished a new directory of foreign mis- 
sionary agencies in North America. 

Two church bodies not included in 
the study are the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, figures for which 
were not available. Roman Catholic for- 
eign missionaries from the United States 
are listed at 5,126. 


Increase in Africa 


Longer term geographical trends re- 
vealed by the study show that in the last 
30 years the number of American Protes- 
tant missionaries has increased four 
times in Africa, has remained about the 
same in the Near East and Southern 
Asia, and has decreased sharply in East 
Asia due to expulsions from Communist 
China. However, Southeast Asia has 
gained more than twice as many mission- 
aries in that time. Says the report: 

“Striking expansion ... has taken place 
recently in Malaya, Thailand, Japan, Tai- 
wan, the Philippines and Indonesia, partly 
due to the reassignment of former China 
missionaries.” 

American foreign missionary activity 
in Latin America is also reported to have 
more than doubled in recent years. 

The study also cited “a heavy growth” 
of activity by evangelical groups, inde- 
pendent boards and faith societies since 
the end of World War II. 

“These groups, many of them new and 
young, are expanding fast because they 
are in a pioneering stage,” commented 
Dr. Price. ‘There is no doubt they wish 
to express their fervor in this way. On 
the other hand, there is no evidence that 
older established boards are in any kind 
of decline,” he said. In addition to 
their greater support of institutional and 
other service programs they are empha- 


sizing longer and more careful training 
of missionaies before they go overseas, 
as well as the training and the support 
of more and more Christian nationals,” 
he said. 

Another major trend shown by the 
study, Dr. Price said, was the great in- 
crease in American missionaries as com- 
pared with other countries. 

“The American proportion of the total 
missionary force has grown from 34% 
in 1911 to 47% in 1936 and to 67.5% in 
1956,” the report said. “Is this prepon- 
derance of North American missionaries 
a cause for gratitude or for anxiety?” it 
asked. 


Church Leaders Support 
St. Louis Negro Surgeon 


St. Louis, Mo. (RNs)—Roman Cath- 
olic and Protestant leaders rallied to the 
support of a prominent Negro surgeon 
whose attempt to build a home in nearby 
Creve Coeur has been thwarted by the 
board of aldermen there. 

Dr. Howard P. Venable started con- 
struction last May of a $60,000 house 
on a two-acre tract. But two weeks ago 
the town’s board of aldermen approved 
an ordinance condemning “for park pur- 
poses” the almost completed home. Mayor 
James P. Wilson vetoed the bill but the 
aldermen passed it over his objection. 

Dr. Venable is ophthalmologist-in- 
chief at Homer G. Phillips Hospital and 
senior instructor in ophthalmology at the 
school of medicine of St. Louis Univer- 
sity, a Catholic institution. He called 
the aldermanic action ‘‘a clear-cut case 
of racial discrimination.” 

A resolution of protest was voted at a 
meeting of prominent Creve Coeur citi- 
zens who would be Dr. Venable’s neigh- 
bors. 

Catholic Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter 
of St. Louis praised the citizens for their 
support of Dr. Venable. He spoke at 
the annual student aid foundation dinner 
of the Catholic Interracial Council. 

Miss Dorothy Mattingly, president of 
the council, said, “The quality of good 
neighborliness is not identified with any 
one race or group, but may be found in 
people of every race, color and religion.” 

Following the dinner Allen Hackett, 
president of the Metropolitan Church 
Federation, a Protestant body, praised 
Archbishop Ritter and the Catholic In- 
terracial Council for supporting the citi- 
zens who want to admit Dr. Venable to 
their community. 

Dr. Hackett spoke on a radio panel 
discussion of the Creve Coeur case spon- 
sored by the Teamsters Union. 

“Citizens of Creve Coeur who oppose 
Dr. Venable are depriving themselves of 
a good neighbor and are missing the fun 
of being good citizens,” he said. 

The condemnation proceedings against 
Dr. Venable’s property now are in St. 
Louis county circuit court. 
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@ On DeMille’s version of The Ten Commandments 


Hollywood in the Wilderness 


T IS TIME the American churches 

woke up to what is happening to 
Christianity at the hands of the movie- 
makers. Cecil B. DeMille has just re- 
leased his magnum opus, The Ten Com- 
mandments, which is being widely hailed 
—and by leading Protestant spokesmen 
—as a great religious movie. The pub- 
licity agents of Paramount Pictures are 
writing thousands of pastors, urging 
them to see the film accompanied by 
members of their congregations. The big 
push is on, and if the Protestant clergy 
fall for it they will do more to preclude 
the preaching of the gospel than if they 
promoted Hollywood’s sexiest fare. 

If biblical faith means anything at all 
for our day, then we have passed the point 
where it is sufficient to comment in- 
nocuously over tea that one found this 
film to his taste or didn’t. The time has 
come when it must be seen clearly what 
is at stake, the battlelines must be drawn 
and the fight joined. 


Liberties Are Permissible 


DeMille has made what purports to be 
the story of Moses drawn from Scripture. 
The liberties taken with the biblical nar- 
rative would be permissible if they con- 
tributed to an understanding of what the 
biblical narrative intends. They do not. 
However, it is not the changes in the 
story-line which constitute the film’s most 
serious fault. A vital biblical faith does 
not quibble over literalistic minutiae. But 
it must object when the primary drive 
and thrust of a picture, its conception, 
idiom and style, are in a direction ex- 
actly opposite from that of the Bible. 

The Ten Commandments is made in 
a style which is dedicated to things ex- 
ternal. Choose any detail, they all reflect 
the same bent: the star-studded cast, 
with thousands of supporting actors, 
whose very names seem to cause the 
screen to sag with the weight; the colossal 
length; the flaming technicolor; the very 
learned research assistants; the more 
than sufficiently comely daughters of 
Pharaoh, Jethro and whoever else hap- 
pens by. When the first scene begins 
with its opulence (calculated to knock 
your eyes out) it is abundantly clear that 
the director will never be able to break 
out of the shackles of this technicolored 
pseudo-realism in order to present any- 
thing that belongs to the heart. The 
sun on the sands of Egypt, and all those 
extras, so dominate the style that it is 
incapable of communicating anything of 





MR. DRIVER is instructor in religion and 
drama at Union Theological Seminary, New 
York. This article is reprinted here from 
and with the generous permission of The 
Christian Century. 
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the internal life of man. 
This is true in spite of the fact that 
the film displays very much “religion.” 


The actors (and Mr. DeMille off-camera ) 


talk about God much of the time. In 
certain scenes you can hear the Divine 
Voice (a cavernous effect obtained by the 
best technicians in the world using nu- 
merous echo-chambers). You see Divine 
Flames belching from Mount Sinai, or 
watch supernatural lightning bolts blast 
out one by one the Holy Ten Command- 
ments. All that may impress some as 
dreadfully religious; but as for the bib- 
lical message, it has nothing to do with 
it. To talk about God or to make as if 
he’s around in some red light or sound 
effect is the easiest thing in the world; 
but its net result is to sow confusion 
rather than faith. 


Historic Religions 


The problem, and the basic confusion 
(shared alike by Hollywood and many 
churchmen), arise from the fact that 
Judaism and Christianity are historical 
religions. They perpetuate the memory 
of events which occurred at definite times 
and places. The producer or director 
who grasps that simple fact leaps to the 
conclusion therefore that his job is to 
re-create those times and places as they 
actually were. Enter the very learned 
research assistants. The Bible appears 
to sanction that approach because of its 
continual references to specific kings and 
countries and rivers and battles and the 
like. The biblical style, however, never 
dwells on those details. It uses concrete 
detail to anchor its narratives in the real 
world, especially the world of temporal 
history; but it always assumes this real 
historical world as its point of departure. 
In the biblical style, we always stand in 
the real world and look at the relation of 
God and man. Therefore the direction 
of thought is away from the outer, toward 
the inner. Although biblical style usually 
locates time and place, it never describes 
the physical details of a scene. If it did, 
it would defeat its own purpose. 

The interested reader should take a 
look at the first chapter of Professor 
Erich Auerbach’s study Mimesis: The 
Representation of Reality in Western 
Literature. There Auerbach contrasts the 
style of the Abraham-Isaac story in Gen- 
esis with that of Homer in the Odyssey. 
Homer’s style, if I may paraphrase Pro- 
fessor Auerbach, is that of the technicolor 
camera. He is interested in every sharp 
detail—in each leaf on the tree, each 
vein in a man’s hand; he focuses every- 


thing so that the eye may delight in its 
form and shape. Homer stands in the 
real world and contemplates the beauty 
of the real world. His artistry consists 
in the way he is able to heighten the 
experience of perceived beauty. By con- 
trast, in the Abraham-Isaac narrative, 
we get no extraneous details. Where is 
Yahweh when he speaks to Abraham? 
Where is Abraham when he receives the 
divine commandment? In his tent? On 
the road? Beside the well? We don’t 
know. The story does not care. Every 
detail it includes is there to develop the 
theme of Abraham’s obedience amid the 
exigencies of his human life. Everything 
which does not contribute to this theme 
is omitted. It is a real world; but it is, 
if you will, sparse, imperative, and en- 
tirely directed toward the unseen God 
in his dialogue with the man who says 
Yes while he wants to say No. 

Now you cannot tell such a story while 
at the same time trying to delight the eye 
with spectacular pictures. It is quite 
impossible, like trying to drive an auto- 
mobile in two directions at once. You 
must either end up sacrificing the realis- 
tic and pleasurable detail which the cam- 
era wishes to photograph in Glowing 
Color, or you must transmute Yahweh 
into something which that omniverous 
camera can devour. And in The Ten 
Commandments Yahweh has been so 
transmuted. He becomes an out-of-this- 
world yellow circular flame in the scene 
of the Burning Bush, or a cavernous hol- 
low voice, or a meaningless red glow from 
a painted mountain, or some very noisy 
bolts of lightning. He is never, not for 
one instant, a mystery which sends a 
man scurrying into his inner self search- 
ing for a place to hide; he is not the God 
above all gods who is beyond thought 
and therefore must be apprehended 
through the imagination reaching out to 
meet his self-disclosure. The DeMille 
God is imprisoned in the DeMille style, 
which means in the irrelevant minutiae of 
Egyptian culture and the costume direc- 
tor. He bears no resemblance to the Old 
Testament Lord of History. 

If the people of the churches should 
mistake this celluloid facsimile for the 
genuine article, they would betray the 
shallowness of their understanding of 
the Christian faith. This three-hour- 
and-thirty-nine-minute god must be re- 
jected quite as absolutely as the god of 
the Golden Calf was rejected by Moses, 
for he is, in fact, his latter-day descend- 
ant. 


Are Church Leaders Taken in? 


One hardly knows whether to feel more 
pity for Hollywood or for those elements 








ON HUNGARY AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST 


On November 21 the Church and Nation Committee of the Church of Scotland acted 
on behalf of the Church of Scotland General Assembly in adopting the following 


resolution: 


I. Hungary 

The Commission of the General As- 
sembly, profoundly distressed by the 
ruthless and indefensible intervention of 
Soviet Forces in Hungary, record their 
heartfelt Christian sympathy with the 
Hungarian people in this hour of sorrow 
and suffering, recommend that prayers 
and intercessions for their speedy deliv- 
erance and recovery of freedom be made 
constantly in all parishes throughout 
Scotland and warmly commend the ap- 
peal for money, food, and clothing for 
those in need. 


ll. The Middle East 

The Commission of the General As- 
sembly, while recognizing the complexity 
of the problem presented to the United 
Nations by the grave situation in the 
Middle East during recent years, deplore 
the inability of the United Nations to 
deal with that situation timeously and 
decisively. 

The Commission of the General As- 
sembly further recognize the exceptional 
difficulties in which Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment has been placed in recent months. 
They note that the action of the Govern- 
ment with regard to Israel and Egypt, 
while commanding strong support in 
some quarters, seems to others a breach 
of the United Nations Charter. The 
Commission warmly welcome the deci- 
sion of the United Nations to send an 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
(Continued) 

in the church which appear to welcome 
this film with open arms. We seem on 
the verge of watching the most superficial 
veneer of churchianity joining hands with 
a crass and debased form of dramaturgy. 
Is it sadder to see a church which can- 
not recognize a blatant distortion of its 
own heritage, or an entertainment indus- 
try which cannot perceive the essential 
meaning of a dramatic narrative? 

It would be possible to make a good 
film of the story of Moses. But it would 
have to be done by someone who knew in 
the beginning the inner intention of the 
biblical narrative and was willing to 
sacrifice everything which did not per- 
tain to that. To a filmmaker, and to an 
audience, that would seem like a total 
demand. But is the God of Moses, in 
fact, interested in anything else? 

When the minister is invited to par- 
ticipate in the advertisement of this film 
(even by acquiescence) he will be un- 
wittingly invited to choose whom he will 
serve. 


6 





international force to secure peace in the 
Middle East, and they note with thank- 
fulness that Her Majesty’s Government 
has expressed willingness to give full 
co-operation to this action. 

The Commission of the General As- 
sembly are further convinced, that while 
the United Nations is the only available 
instrument for the maintenance of inter- 
national order, justice and peace, recent 
events have made plain the urgent neces- 
sity that an improved and strengthened 
United Nations Organization shall have 
at its disposal a police force which can 
support its authority where necessary by 
action; that the use of the veto in future 
shall be regulated according to more spe- 
cific conditions; and that in any revision 
of the Charter increased emphasis should 
be placed on the duty of the United Na- 
tions to anticipate developments in any 
particular country likely to endanger the 
peace of the world. 

The Commission of the General As- 
sembly, aware of strong and sincere dif- 
ferences of opinion and feeling through- 
out the country and Commonwealth with 
regard to the recent events in the Middle 
East and the action of Her Majesty’s 
Government, and convinced that many 
difficulties and dangers still lie ahead, 
urge upon all Christian citizens the need 
to recover our lost unity as a nation, to 
avoid bitter recriminations about the past, 
and to bend all our intentions and ener- 
gies towards the common purpose of es- 
tablishing justice, tolerance and mutual 
charity, as the only sure foundation of 
national and international peace and 
welfare. 

In particular, believing that there can 
be no enduring peace in the Middle East 
until the problem of the relations of Is- 
rael with her Arab neighbors is solved, 
the Commission of the General Assembly 
respectfully urge Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in association with United Nations 
to use the opportunity now offered to 
secure by every possible means a just 
and lasting solution of this problem. 

Finally, the Commission of the Gen- 
eral Assembly call upon all Christian 
people in Scotland to be constant in pray- 
er at this time—for the troubled nations 
of the world that they may find recon- 
ciliation and renewal in Christ, the 
Prince of Peace; for all those charged 
with responsibility and authority in pub- 
lic affairs that they may both seek and 
follow God’s guidance; and for all those 
serving in the Armed Forces that, calmly 
doing their duty, they may be fortified 
by the sense of God’s protection. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Statue of Liberty. Did the Statue 
of Liberty ever mean more to human 
beings than it meant to those Hungarian 
exiles who passed it on the way to Camp 
Mercy in New Jersey? Do we wonder 
that there were tears of joy in their eyes 
as their feet touched the free soil of 
America? How fitting are the touching 
words of Emma Lazarus graven on the 
pedestal of the Statue of Liberty: 





Mother of Exiles 
Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 


free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming 
shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed, 
to me; 


I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 


Nehru. The National Capital, with 
anxious eyes scanning the world, awaits 
the visit of Nehru. It may well be that 
the cause of world peace rests in larger 
measure on Eisenhower and Nehru than 
on any other two men on this earth. Their 
meeting will make history. Some people 
suspect Nehru of siding with the Soviets, 
but the truth is that he sees on one side 
of the coin the cruel totalitarianism of 
Russia and on the other side a cruel 
colonialism, plus the unforgivable attack 
on Egypt by Britain, France and Israel, 
plus segregation in our country. How 
can an honest man like Nehru fail to 
see both sides of the coin? 


U.N. God works in a mysterious way. 
Out of the tragedy of Suez the United 
Nations gains prestige as it supplants 
the soldiers of Egypt’s attackers. Our 
nation has also won new support from 
the Arab nations because of our out- 
standing leadership in behalf of inter- 
national justice. And Christianity makes 
a concomitant gain, for the whole world 
knows that our foreign policy in this 
matter is the result of our Christian 
ideals. Infinite power and infinite love 


can cause blessings to spring from 
tragedy. 
Elephantine. Some of our universi- 


ties are becoming so large that the stu- 
dents cannot possibly know each other, 
much less enjoy spiritual communion. 
Imagine the University of Ohio with 
21,000 and expecting 30,000 before long! 
The editor of Atlantic Monthly asked the 
head of Ohio’s English department: 
“How do you teach English to 8,000 
freshmen?” The only reply was a grin. 
A student will get a better education and 
a better hold on God in a small church- 
related college. 


The Quality of Faith. “No man’s 
faith is greater than what it costs him.” — 
W. Pau. Lupwic. 
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ECUMENICAL CONVERSATION 14 (Conclusion) 


Unity in the Beginning 


and at the End 


The first step 

Separate churches have separate his- 
tories. They all emphasize their separate 
histories at the expense of the one history 
of God’s people in the world. “We need 
increasingly to realize that the separate 
histories of our churches find their full 
meaning only if seen in the perspective 
of God’s dealings with his whole people.” 
(Lund Report). To glimpse their per- 
spective, we should recall the undeniable 
truth of a single, common beginning. 

“Every communion holds that the church 
is not a human contrivance, but God’s gift 
for the salvation of the world, that the 
saving acts of God in Christ brought it 
into being, that it persists in continuity 
in history by the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit. ... The frequent failure 
of Christians to realize this underlying 
unity has not prevented its existence down 
the ages.” (Lund Commission: The 
Church) 

Discussion: Members of various com- 
munions may be asked to describe the 
way in which their church traces its heri- 
tage back to the “saving acts of God in 
Christ.” Differences will appear in these 
statements, but the group should study 
these differences to determine whether 
they really destroy the fact of a common 
origin. Can any group of Christians 
accurately claim to be New Testament 
Christians in such a fashion as to exclude 
other groups? Or is it true that “we are 
all of us still early Christians”? 


The second step 

It is difficult to deny oneness in ori- 
gin; it is equally difficult to deny that at 
the end all churches will participate in 
the same final judgment and final con- 
summation. 

“Through thick darkness (the church) 
marches toward a future that is the Lord’s 
who as Judge and Savior will manifest his 
victory incontrovertibly before the whole 
world. The church’s visible structure 
passes away with this age, but as the 
chosen people of God it will enter into the 
glory of the Kingdom of God that is to 
come. Here at last the true meaning and 
purpose of its mission will be realized, 
for all kindreds of mankind will be 
brought in. Here at last the Church will 
know fully what it is to be one in Christ.” 
(Advisory Commission) 

Discussion: Is there general agree- 
ment in the group that all our present 
divisions will be transformed when “that 
which is perfect has come’? If so, we 
should ask what effect this should have 
upon our present attitudes. Does it mean 
that our various judgments of other 
Christians and of other communions are 
at best temporary and partial? (cf. Rom. 
14:1-9) Does it suggest that other Chris- 
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tians will be any easier to live with then 
than now? Does it mean that no earthly 
institution can rightly claim to have final 
power over the destinies of men? In 
what ways does unity in Christ now give 
us a taste of what life will be like in the 
Holy City? 


The third step 


Awareness of the unity in the begin- 
ning and at the end should carry with 
it a new vision of the unity of God’s 
or between the beginning and the 
end. 


“There is a tradition which is longer, 
broader, richer and deeper than any of 
the traditions now represented by the 
churches in their separateness. The tradi- 
tion of each church is no more than a 
small incomplete segment, reflecting only 
a fragmentary glimpse of the unimagin- 
able glories of the Great Church. The 
one communion of saints has a glorious 
history, but only by humility can we re- 
ceive its legacy.” 


Discussion: The total history of the 
church should suggest clues to the nature 
of the unity we seek. Is it too narrow 
a unity, one which is measured too much 
by the experience of a small fragment 
of the whole church? Is it too rigid a 
unity, which is to be gained by allowing 
less freedom and diversity than “the clas- 


sical tradition” has welcomed? Can any 
denomination understand what unity in 
Christ is, unless it hears and welcomes 
the witness of other denominations? Does 
Christian history indicate that “God’s 
foolishness is wiser than men” (I Cor. 
1:25) in the matter of unity as well as 
in other matters? Can any of us move 
toward God’s unity except by constant 
transformation of mind and enlargement 
of heart ? 


Readings 
Bergendoff, Knox, Wedel. 


Project 

At the conclusion of the series of con- 
versations, each participant and each 
group should accept the responsibility for 
answering the question: What now can 
we say about the nature of that unity 
which we most deeply desire? 


Closing Prayer 

O Almighty Lord God, who didst send 
Thy Son Jesus Christ that he might re- 
unite Thy people as one flock under one 
Shepherd, we unite our prayers with the 
universal prayer of Thy praying church 
in heaven and on earth; we pray Thee to 
hasten the day when with one heart and 
mind we may serve and adore Thee in 
the peace and love of the Body of Christ. 
Through the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. AMEN. 


—From ECUMENICAL CONVERSATIONS, 
published by the World Council of 
Churches, 156 5th Ave., NYC 10; 50¢ per 
copy. Designed for use by study groups 
in churches and communities. 
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EDITORIAL 


Mclintire Struggle 


In his effort to bolster his crumbling 
regime in the Bible Presbyterian Church, 
Carl McIntire (OurLook, May 7, July 
30, etc.) has put forth one of his most 
pathetic efforts in a recent attack upon, 
of all things, The Presbyterian Survey, 
official monthly publication of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. 

McIntire has been overwhelmed by his 
own church in crucial decisions during 
recent years and he is now exerting his 
energies to attempt to recoup some of his 
losses. He fought bitterly to keep his 
church from having official agencies and 
institutions supported by the whole 
church. Now, he is seeking to point to 
almost any official undertaking as bear- 
ing the seeds of tyranny, exploitation, 
Communism and a train of evils. 

With his status in the American and 
International Councils of Christian 
Churches undercut by his own church’s 
withdrawal from these two movements 
which he founded and continues to lead, 
McIntire has lost face. Now, he is con- 
tinuing to attack, attack, attack on every 
possible front. 

Following the Survey fiasco he moved 
on to wage war on Billy Graham’s coming 
campaign in New York, seeking to weak- 
en it. In one typical effort he printed 
a letter written him in good spirit by 
Billy Graham during the Scotland cam- 
paign—a letter marked “Not for pub- 
lication”—in which Graham said to Mc- 
Intire: 

“. , . I am sure you will join me in 
prayer that not only will souls be saved 
but that the Church of Scotland may be 
moved at least a few degrees back toward 
a belief in the authority of the Scriptures 
and the preaching of the cross.” 


McIntire goes on to claim that what he 
does is “in the light of the truth of the 
Word of God.” 





Second the Motion 


With persecution of Protestants in 
Colombia frequently reported, the Cana- 
dian Council of Churches is asking the 
World Council of Churches to send a 
team into Colombia for an on-the-spot 
investigation of the charges. The sug- 
gested team: Princeton Seminary’s Pres- 
ident John A. Mackay and O. Frederick 
Nolde, Philadelphia, the WCC’s director 
of its Commission on the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


Melish ys. Bishop 


The unfortunate case involving Wil- 
liam Howard Melish, Holy Trinity Epis- 
copal church in New York, and Episcopal 
Bishop James P. DeWolfe plods on from 
crisis to crisis. 

Most recent episode was a blast against 
Mr. Melish by the bishop for his at- 
tendance and address at a rally of the 
National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. The papers carried the 
bishop’s scornful charges which included 
a claim that his attendance at the rally 
had compromised his ordination vows. 

At the insistence of his vestry, Mr. 
Melish replied, calling upon the bishop 
for a public retraction and expressing the 
vestry’s “joint indignation.” Said Mr. 
Melish: ‘Had you taken the trouble to 
find out what I actually said (at the 
rally) you would have seen that in no 
way did I defend the Hungarian tragedy, 
which I thoroughly deprecated.” 

Indeed, he said, he referred to “armed 
coercion” in Hungary and he deplored 
the operations and defects of the Soviet 
system. What he was seeking to do, he 
told the bishop, “‘was to plead, as a Chris- 
tian minister, for patience, self-discipline 
and the taking of a long view in this 
moment of international crisis and its 
intensely aroused emotions.” 

The papers carried the bishop’s attack 
but, as usually happens, the explanation 
by Mr. Melish could never catch up with 
it. 


Think it Over 


Negro and white Methodists sat down 
together in Louisville, Ky., recently to 
talk frankly and face-to-face about some 
of the things that divide them. (This 
was the first such meeting to be held in 
the South, though three have been held 
in other areas of the U. S.) 

The bugaboo about Negroes rushing 
to the white churches came up. What 
about that? 

Bishop J. W. E. Bowen of Atlanta, a 
Negro, had something to say about it. 
Most Negroes, he said, will prefer Negro 
preachers, but they simply want the free- 
dom to unite with any church anywhere. 
Then he told a revealing story: 

“Now, there’s a prominent white brother 
who keeps wanting to preach in one of 


my churches. It isn’t that I don’t want 
him to preach there because he is white. 


It is just that my people don’t want to 
hear him!” 





The bishop went on to urge that white 
and Negro Methodists get together more 
often, not to preach to each other or tell 
each other what ought to be done, but 
simply to learn something about each 
other by that association. 


“T hear people in the South boast that 
they understand the Negro,” he said, 
“But let me tell you, friends, they don’t. 
The very” Negro you think you under- 
stand is making sure you don’t.” 


Relations between the races in the 
South, he said, have been such that both 
have put up a false front. “But under- 
neath, if we look closely enough, we will 
find that we are just plain human beings, 
each afraid to let the other know us.” 


GUEST EDITORS 
Why Pastors Can‘t Go Back... 


Occasionally, a layman finds it diffi- 
cult to understand why a popular min- 
ister who has just been moved cannot 
keep up the intimate friendships with his 
former members. Why can’t he be asked 
back for a bird hunt, or a family picnic, 
or a funeral, a marriage, or just for a 
visit ? 

The answer may be given in both pro- 
fessional and vocational terms. It is pro- 
fessional in that the relationship between 
a minister and a layman is largely a 
church relationship. Through friendship, 
your minister is able to discharge to you 
his religious duties. Of course, friend- 
ship exists outside the church, but not 
with the same spiritual overtones. Your 
minister in seeking to be your friend is 
also seeking to be a channel of the love 
of God in Christ meant for you. 

And so, when a minister moves, an- 
other minister takes his place. And it 
is your new minister now who is profes- 
sionally related to you in the church. New 
friendships should be made. This is 
why your former minister finds it diffi- 
cult to come back on any and every 
occasion. His relationship with his for- 
mer laymen has ended professionally. 
And, unless he takes great care, his 
friendship feelings with them can easily 
interfere in the proper development of 
loyalty and devotion of the laymen with 
their new minister—Editorial in the 
South Carolina Methodist Advocate. 








Beginning soon... 
CHURCH MUSIC COLUMN 
Regularly in THE OUTLOOK 


By James R. Sydnor, 
widely-known musician. 
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ENGLISH SPOKEN HERE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


NE of the trials of a traveler through 

a country where, by not knowing the 
language, he is deaf, dumb and illiterate, 
is the tantalizing experience he sometimes 
has with people who profess to know 
English. On the window perhaps will be 
a sign, ENGLISH SPOKEN HERE—0Or as 
one sign had it, ENGLISH TALKEN HERE. 
So the traveler, in need of information or 
advice, goes in for it, and comes out 
without it. He inquires if there is some- 
one who can speak English, and some 
clerk will scurry around the shop to get 
the local linguist. 

“May I help you?” says the English- 
talker most politely. Well yes, he can 
help the foreigner if the foreigner will 
just please stick to the beaten track. If 
it is a restaurant, the English expert can 
be counted on to know (and mispro- 
nounce) the names of the dishes on the 
menu, and be able to write their prices 
on the check. If it’s a railway station, 
the English-talker can recognize the for- 
eigner’s mispronunciation of the place he 
wants to go, and will sell him a ticket 
and hold up his fingers to indicate which 
track the train will be on. If it’s a gift 
shop the firm’s linguist can name prices 
(after some consultation) and say “‘Veree 
nice” about everything in the place. 

But oh, if the traveler asks an unusual 
question or even gets off such a com- 
plicated thing as a conditional sentence! 
“If I turn in my second-class ticket can 
I get a refund and a third class ticket 
instead?” “Which of these would you 
advise me to take?” Since all questions 
are answered with ‘‘Yes” and a smile, 
the traveler will make several false starts 
before he discovers that nobody had un- 
derstood his question. The writer knows 
of a telephone call where the foreign 
caller said to the English-speaking cen- 
tral, “Let me know when my three min- 
utes are up,”’—and she did notify him 
—in her own language, which in her 
voice sounded like static, and the man 
talked twenty-four dollars’ worth before 
he learned his mistake. (Give the lady 
her due; she did say “Hello” very nicely.) 


E MIGHT DO no better. How 

many complicated questions . 
no, how many questions of any kind is 
an American high school graduate pre- 
pared to answer in any language but his 


own? We do not always answer ques- 
tions sensibly even when they come to us 
in our mother-tongue. 

But the thing makes a parable. We 
think we are pretty fluent Christians 
when really all we can manage is a few 
mispronounced syllables. On the show- 
window of our lives we inscribe: THE 
LANGUAGE OF CHRIST SPOKEN HERE. 
But in the test, how badly we speak it! 
Our Galilean accent does not betray us 
—we never had it. Our Christian lan- 
guage is stiff, awkward, un-idiomatic. 
We can speak the language of Christ in 
a few simple situations. 
to a few short questions, such as: 
you love your family?” 
your debts?” “Do you want to go to 
heaven?” We can perhaps speak the 
Christian language in simple situations, 
like meeting a beggar on the street, or 
paying our tithe. But when the questions 
become complicated we bog down; we do 
not even understand the question. “What 
is your Christian duty to the Negro?” 
and “If you knew what it is, would you 
do it?” were two of the questions Dr. 
Walter Lingle once inserted, like a time- 
bomb, into an otherwise non-disturbing 
article. Those questions rise now again 
in the South and in America. Who knows 
the answer in terms that Christ would 
understand? We hear a lot of words 
about it; but those two questions call for 
a plain answer, and our replies are mostly 
mumbles. 

Like the English-talker in the tourist- 
trapping shop, we can perhaps speak the 
Christian tongue within a very narrow 
circle of personal life and interests. But 
once the question deals with the un- 
familiar, once we have to show whether 
we possess knowledge on a wider sphere, 
we stammer and are silent. The Chris- 
tian answer to the question, ““What should 
you do to your brother in need?” is a 
simple one; we all know it by heart— 
“Help him.” All right—let’s ask one 
more simple question, one syllable more: 
“How?” Our faces are red, we don’t 
know what to say. 

Or perhaps we are embarrassed be- 
cause we didn’t really hear the question. 
“brother in need”; do we understand 
that? If we think it means Presbyterians 
in need (or Methodists or whatever we 
happen to be ourselves), we didn’t hear 


“Do 
“Do you pay 





We can reply’ 


the question right. If we think it means 
Americans, we still haven’t heard the 
question. If we think that “in need” 
means physical distress, we don’t know 
the full meaning of the question. For 
example: Many persons, traveling, let 
us say, to Japan and Korea, observing 
how prosperous the Japanese are and how 
poor the Koreans, leap to the conclusion 
that the Japanese don’t need our missions 
but the Koreans do. It is fairly easy 
(by comparison) to raise money for phys- 
ical needs; harder to raise it for mental 
needs, as our run-down crowded schools 
and mental hospitals show. But it is 


hardest of all to raise money for spiritual 
needs. 


GAIN, just as the professed speaker 

of English misses both question and 
answer if they require more than short 
simple declarative sentences, so in our 
eagerness to be known as speakers of 
Christ’s tongue, we get all confused if 
the conversation gets into the subjunctive 
mood or the sentence has more than one 
clause. We like short formulas like 
“Christ Is the Answer” or “Jesus Saves.” 
But if anyone asks that terrific little 
question, “How?” we are stuck again, 
because it can’t be quite explained in 
simple declarative sentences, in words 
drawn from the beginner’s vocabulary. 

“The social application of the gos- 
pel”—or, if you like your phrases short, 
the “social gospel,” was, so to speak, 
in our Christian First Reader, if we went 
to a good school; most of us in our de- 
nomination can say the words and we 
think we know what they mean—if you 
don’t ask us. We “get” the question put 
in words of one syllable: “Can faith in 
Christ reach all of life? Ought faith 
in Christ to reach all of life?” The 
answer is Yes, of course. But when the 
question involves ideas, concepts, facts 
and circumstances not in the beginner’s 
book, we are left silent. 

“How can the church maintain an 
attitude which at the same time avoids 
the error of identification with a political 
party, and on the other hand takes the 
initiative in exposing and attacking po- 
litical evil?” 

These are not necessarily unanswerable 
questions. But they point up the fact 
that we cannot consider ourselves fluent 
in the language of Christ so long as we 
can do no more than mumble when some- 
thing mature and vital comes up for 
analysis and action. 








The most appreciated gift for Christmas 


Dr. Foreman’s CANDLES ON THE GLACIER—44 reprinted Outlook features . . . $3 


—order from your bookseller’s or, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 
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HER INCOME 


Did not go up 





though living costs did 





This is not a facetious remark. 
There are many widows of ministers, and elderly 
retired ministers whose incomes have been fixed for 
years. But while any income they may have has re- 
mained stationary, living costs have soared. They 
are trying to live, today, on financial plans made 
yesterday. Plans which now are thoroughly imprac- 
tical. Many are in need of just the bare necessities. 


YOUR GIFT 


to MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
at the Joy Gift Season 


can make the difference 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Charles J. Currie, Exec. Sec. 


Photo by Ewing Galloway 








U. S. Church Extension 


Bottoms Named as 
Negro Work Head 


Lawrence W. Bottoms will become head 
of the Negro Work department of the 
Presbyterian U. S. Board of Church Ex- 
tension on January 1. He will succeed 
the late Alex R. Batchelor in that posi- 
tion. 

At the same time James J. Alexander 
will be made assistant secretary of the 
Division of Home Missions and Negro 
Work, continuing to give his major at- 
tention to the latter. In this division of 
responsibility it is expected that Mr. 
Alexander will give most of his attention 
to the office and Mr. Bottoms will be con- 
cerned chiefly with field relationships. 

At the fall meeting of the Church Ex- 
tension Board in Atlanta it was an- 
nounced that the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., now has 71 Negro congregations, 
20 of which have been organized since 
1945. The Board has spent $600,000 
on property and buildings for Negro 
churches in the past three years as a 
result of the churchwide campaign for 
funds to strengthen Negro work. 


Stillman Grant 


Indications are that Stillman College 
will be able to claim the last $40,000 of 
a provisional grant offered by an anony- 
mous foundation. The Church Exten- 
sion Board was told that the total sum 
now received on the Negro Work cam- 
paign, from which Stillman is receiving 
half, has amounted to more than $1,797,- 
000. Earlier this year the foundation 
contributed $60,000 of the $100,000 pro- 
visional grant and extended the time until 
the end of 1956, when the church can 
reach the $900,000 goal. _ 

P. D. Miller, executive secretary, re- 
ported that several hundred thousand 
dollars pledged to the campaign has not 
yet been received. 

An all-time record has been set in the 
amount of loans to churches and presby- 
teries for new buildings and expansion 
of old facilities. As a result practically 
all available funds have been committed, 
with less than $100,000 in the revolving 
loan fund. It was reported that it is 
becoming increasingly difficult for 
churches to borrow money through nor- 
mal channels for building programs. 
However, Ralph Huie, finance commit- 
tee chairman of the Board, said that the 
record of churches for security of their 
loans is unequalled. With $1,083,000 
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on loan, payments on interest and prin- 
cipal are current on every loan except 
one, he said, and that one has received 
permission for a slight extension. 

It was indicated that an additional 
$4,000,000 in loan funds would not more 
than cover the needs by churches which 
cannot easily get loans through normal 
channels. 


Larger Parish Plan 

Development of the Larger Parish 
movement (grouping several churches to- 
gether under the leadership of one pastor, 
with assistants) was declared to be one 
of the most encouraging present move- 
ments. In the U. S. church there are 
now twenty of these, involving 114 
churches and chapels. Interest has been 
expressed, or plans are going forward, in 
17 other areas. 

Plans are being developed for select- 
ing the rural church and the rural min- 
ister of the year within each synod. 

It is proposed that an appropriation 
of $7,000 of Negro Work funds be set 
aside to pay half the cost of a conference 
center at Stillman College to be used to 
house those attending the ministers’ lec- 
ture series and other conferences held 
there. 


Radio and TV 


The Radio and Television Department 
reported a growing demand for the use 
of films in congregations that have been 
used earlier on television programs. One 
film, for example, after having been 
shown over 40 television stations was 
released for 363 showings in churches. 
The radio series of Austin Seminary’s 
president, David L. Stitt, was broadcast 
on the Protestant Hour by 290 stations, 
while the ‘Man-to-Man’’ television 
series of John A. Redhead, Greensboro, 
N. C., went out over 175 stations. Using 
facilities of the Protestant Radio and 
Television Center in Atlanta, the de- 
partment said, a fund of $250,000 could 
purchase the equivalent of $500,000 or 
more in commercial services. 

Requests have been received for 16 
surveys by the Department of Urban 
Church through April and the Depart- 
ment on Architecture has more requests 
for consultation than it can meet. 


Baptist Roundup 


“Mob” Membership Is Hit 
By Florida Convention 


Florida Baptists, in their state conven- 
tion, approved a committee report de- 
claring that Baptists who are guided by 
the New Testament cannot become mem- 
bers of the Ku Klux Klan or other 
“mob” organizations “whose goal is to 
defeat and set aside the law of our land.” 

In Tennessee the Baptist state conven- 
tion avoided a stand on the Supreme 
Court decision on segregation in the pub- 
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lic schools by deleting the word “accept- 
ance” from a report on race relations in 
connection with the decision. The report 


at first declared, ““We should accept the 
Supreme Court decision as the law of 
the land.” (Continued, next page) 





Christmas Tree-Top Star Honoring Christ’s Birthday 
Featuring Sallman’s “‘Head of Christ’’ or “Madonna and Christ Child” 


Now, a distinctive tree-top 
ornament for the remem- 
brance of His BIRTHDAY is 
available. This truly Chris- 
tian Christmas tree star will 
add that needed touch. The 
children will love it. Full- 
color picture transparency of 
Sallman’s copyrighted ‘Head 
of Christ,”’ or new “Madonna 
and Christ Child.” Silver 
plated star 714 inches across. 
Clip provided for attaching 
your tree light. Packaged in 
window display box. 

Price only $1.89. 
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Send Presbyterian Outlook 
Gift Subscriptions 
to Friends and Family 


An attractive gift card will announce your 12-month gift 
of religious information and inspiration. 
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For Renewal Gifts: One subscription, $5; two for $9; each additional 
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For yoursolf .... 


“The glacier is wide, the candles 
are small; but even one candle may 
save one man one mis-step.” 


So writes KENNETH J. FORE- 
MAN in introducing his latest 
book... 


CANDLES ON THE GLACIER 


Warm thoughts for a cold world, being Fables 
and Fantasies about Faith for the modern mind 


(An Association Press publication) 
Typical titles: 
The Devil Who Had no Bed 
The Ocean Should Look Larger 
All Water Is Wet 
Eight Tons and One Bluebird 
Faith and Radar 
God in the Grocery Store 
Reflections on a Bed of Weeds 
The Importance of Being Third- 
Rate 
Sin in the Parking Lot 
The Clackety-Clack Club 
Clock-and-Calendar Christians 
Elders and Beacons 
Noble Impulse Runs Third 
Does a Worm Have All the 
Intelligence He Needs? 
The Ford in the Parlor 
Trust Your Best Moods You will think of many people 
. and many more for whom you will want a copy. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Box 6127, Box 1020, Box 1176, 
Atlanta 8, Ga. Dallas 21, Tex. Richmond 9, Va. 
OR: The Presbyterian Outlook, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send me copies of Candles on the Glacier by Ken- 


neth J. Foreman @ $3. 
ae ee 


on the 


_ GLACIER 





A theological professor and pro- 
lific writer, Dr. Foreman is widely 
known. He is in great demand as a 
speaker and teacher. He is Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary’s professor of theology. Hun- 
dreds of newspapers carry his weekly 
discussion of the international Sun- 
day School lesson and in his regular 
weekly feature in The Presbyterian 
Outlook thousands of readers find 
new approaches to old truth. 


Candles on the Glacier provides 
in book form some of his most fa- 
mous weekly contributions to The 
Presbyterian Outlook. 


. Sn Se TT, TAO 
Also by Dr. Foreman 

copies of From This Day Forward (Thoughts About a Christian 

Marriage), $1.50 cloth bound ; or $1 gift edition 

(check which). 


copies of God’s Will and Ours (Faith, Foreordination and Free- 
dom) dealing with predestination; 75¢, paper. 


copies of The Saint in the Window and the Saint in the House 
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Virginia: Church-State 

Virginia Baptists made no reference to 
the school-segregation issue and none to 
the restrictive measures adopted in the 
special session of the state legislature. 
Their major step called for a ban on the 
weekday religious education program in 
which 55,000 Virginia public school stu- 
dents participate. They acted after their 
Religious Liberty Study Commission de- 
clared that the program as carried on in 
368 school districts of 41 counties under 
auspices of the Virginia Council of 
Churches violates the principle of sep- 
aration of church and state. In all com- 
munities except Charlottesville, the com- 
mission said, the religion classes are 
conducted in public school buildings. It 
is improper to have religion taught in 
public school classrooms at an hour when 
other instruction would normally be going 
on even if it is entirely voluntary and the 
Protestant groups provide the teachers, 
it was contended. 


Businessmen Study 
Gospel and Industry 


CuHIcaAco (RNS)—Five Ohio Presby- 
terian businessmen returned to their jobs 
after an intensive ten-day course at the 
Presbyterian Institute of Industrial Re- 
lations on what Christianity can do in 
industry. 

Along with an agricultural missionary 
from Africa, they attended a Layman’s 
Seminar on the Church, Labor and the 
City. 

Marshall L. Scott, dean of the insti- 
tute, led the men on station-wagon tours 
of Chicago’s sprawling factories and 
steelmills, union headquarters, various 
kinds of urban neighborhoods and visits 
to city and social agency officials. They 
also attended services at two interracial 
churches. 


“The men came out of interest in their 
church and their jobs,” Dr. Scott said. 
“They wanted to know what their min- 
istry should be; how, as Christians, they 
could reach out to people and help them.” 


One Ohioan, a sales executive, came 
with strong prejudices against unions, 
Dr. Scott pointed out. 

“He said he thought there must be some 
good in unions, but his chief experience 
had been dealing with a tough, officer- 
controlled craft union. He has a different 
attitude after meeting union men here. 
He was impressed with their straight- 
forward talk, their honesty and their dem- 
ocratic ideas. 


“I think he has found that the chief 
answer to his union problem would be to 
encourage Christian laymen to take part 
in its activities.” 

The group was impressed with several 
Chicago industrial plants “where they 
saw real concern for employees and their 
families,” he continued. ‘They felt it 
was a Christian concept of work and 
economics.” 
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THE WORD BECAME(/FLESH 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 23, 1956 
John 1:1-18 


The Word became flesh—that, and not 
the tinsel, or the gifts, or the jollity, or 
the fellowship, or the family gatherings, 
however good these may be in themselves, 
is the real meaning of Christmas. 

In Matthew and Luke’s Gospel we 
have the immortal stories of Jesus’ birth 
—the annunciation, the song of the an- 
gels, the visit of the wise men, but it is 
in the prologue of John’s Gospel that the 
inner meaning of these events is disclosed 
—“The Word became flesh.” But who 
or what is “the Word” and in what sense 
did the Word become flesh ? 


1. Before the Gospel Era, 1:1-5 


1. Nature of God’s Word, 1:1-2. The 
Greek term which in our English versions 
of the Bible is translated as “the Word” 
(it might also be translated as “Reason” 
or ““Wisdom”’) was a familiar and a sig- 
nificant term in both Jewish and Gentile 
thought. The Hebrew Scriptures, for ex- 
ample, have much to say about the Divine 
Voice in creation, the creative Word 
(Gen. 1:81; Ps. 33:6 etc.); and in later 
Jewish literature the Word (Wisdom) 
of God is semi-personalized. 

In Greek philosophy the term Logos 
was used also to express the rational prin- 
ciple or creative force of the world, deity 
expressing itself in action—the reason or 
mind back of the universe. 

Philo, a great Jewish philosopher, who 
was a contemporary of Jesus (living in 
Alexandria, the educational center of the 
Roman empire) tried to combine Jewish 
and Gentile thought on the subject. 

“With him the' Logos (or Word) was 
the embodiment of the divine powers 
which acted upon the universe, the inter- 
mediary between God and man, the inter- 
preter of God’s will to man, the High 
Priest of man to God, at times so personi- 


fied that he could be called ‘divine’ and 
even ‘a second God’.” 


Dr. Bernard says: 


“We may be sure that the Logos of God 
was as familiar a topic in the educated 
circles of Asia Minor as the doctrine of 
evolution is in Europe or America at the 
present day, and was discussed not only 
by the learned, but by half-instructed 
votaries of many religions.” 


In John’s day, then, the Word meant 
all that God had to say to man in any 
way and by any method. It was also the 
divine Reason which lay back of the 
universe, and of which all creation was 
only the manifestation. 

John says three things about this Logos, 
the Word through which God reveals 
Himself, the Reason which is the ulti- 
mate explanation of all things in heaven 
and earth. 

(1) It is eternal. 
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“In the beginning 


was the Word.” The phrase “in the 
beginning” means “in the beginning of 
history,” and also “at the root of the 
universe.” The Greek word translated 
“was” means “‘to exist absolutely” as 
contrasted with the idea of coming into 


existence. The Word did not come into 
existence in the beginning. It existed 
already “in the beginning.” It has al- 


ways existed. It is eternal. 

(2) It is personal. “The Word was 
with God.” If the Word (or Reason) 
was thus in the beginning, what relation 
did it hold to God? Was it merely an 
attribute of God (as some of the early 
Church Fathers believed), or an activity 
of God? The Greek phrase translated 
“with God” implies personal intercourse. 
It might be translated ‘“‘face to face with 
God.” It is regularly employed in ex- 
pressing the presence of one person with 
another. As Chrysostom, one of the early 
Greek Fathers, said: The Logos was 
“not in God, but with God, as person 
with person, eternally.” 

(3) He is divine. “The Word was 
God.” The Word is distinguishable from 
God, not however a secondary God, nor 
even a second God, nor yet identified with 
all that can be called God (in that case 
the article would have been used in the 
Greek), but nonetheless God, ‘“The Word 
was God.” The Greek expression means 
that he partook of the divine nature. As 
Dr. Garvie has expressed it: ‘The Word 
is God’s self-revealing activity, within 
God himself before the world was, dis- 
tinguished but not separated from God.” 
Or as the church very early learned to 
say: “There are three persons in the 
Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and these three are one God, the same 
in substance, equal in power and glory.” 
The word “person” in this familiar def- 
inition of the Trinity is somewhat con- 
fusing. It did not mean to the Church 
Fathers who first employed it exactly 
what it means to the modern mind. Ac- 
cording to some of our ablest modern 
theologians, it might be better expressed 
as “three modes of being.” 

2. Activity of God’s Word, 1:3-5. 
What activities did the Word engage in 
before the beginning of the gospel era? 
According to John: 

(1) He was the creator of all things. 
“All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that 
was made.” Back of the creation of the 
world was the Divine Word, the Divine 
Reason. Science is busy today unraveling 
the process of creation, and we wish it all 
success in its undertaking. In so far as 
it succeeds we are thinking the thoughts 


of God after him. But science cannot 
explain how the process began, or why 
the process continues, or why it can be 
explained in rational terms. Science and 
Revelation are not contradictory, there- 
fore—they are supplementary. Science 
describes rightly or wrongly the way in 
which all things were created. John tells 
us that back of the process there was the 
Divine Word, the Divine Reason, which 
was in the beginning with God and which 
was himself God. 

(2) He was the source of all life, the 
wellspring from which every form of life, 
physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual 
and eternal flows. Here again there is 
no contradiction between science and re- 
ligion. Science is descriptive and tenta- 
tive. It describes the different forms 
through which life has passed, the differ- 
ent modes which it now assumes. Revela- 
tion is explanatory and final. All things, 
all life has come from the Divine Word, 
the Divine Reason, the Divine Wisdom, 
which was in the beginning with God and 
which was God. 

(3) He was the source of all light 
(i.e., of all truth). That life which was 
the fountain of existence to all things 
was especially the light of men. We 
must not limit the truth referred to here 
to Old Testament prophecy or revelation; 
it includes also the light of conscience 
and reason. The truth discovered by the 
great moralists of the human race, by 
philosophers and scientists, as well as 
the truth revealed in the Bible, has come 
from the Divine Reason, from God, who 
has revealed himself through his Word. 
John is referring primarily however to 
moral and spiritual truth. This light 
has been shining uninterruptedly from 
the beginning even unto now in the midst 
of moral and spiritual darkness (that is, 
ignorance and sin) “and the darkness has 
not overcome it”—so vs. 5 is translated 
by the Rsv. 


Il. During the Gospel Era, 1:6-18 

1. The Light (i.e., Truth) came into 
the World, 6-13. To prove his point, 
John is to cite witness after witness in 
the pages that follow. Only one is men- 
tioned here, the first of them all, John 
the Baptist. John was a man sent from 
God. He.came to bear witness of the 
Light, that we might all believe through 
him. John himself was not the Light, 
our author is careful to mention that, 
because there were still some who called 
themselves disciples of John. But he 
bore witness to the Light. For the source 
of all the Light which the human race 
had ever used was (in the time of John) 
making a new invasion into the world 
of men. 

The last sentence seems to express the 
meaning of verse 9. The verse may be 
translated in a variety of ways, and its 
exact meaning is uncertain. The best 
translation, however, seems to be that of 
the rsv. “The true light that enlightens 
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every man was (then) coming into the 
world.” John bore witness to this fact, 
the coming of the Light. 

How was the Light received? On the 
whoie, our evangelist tells us, it was 
rejected. The Light came into the world, 
the world which He had made, and 
which, therefore, should have been the 
more ready to receive Him, and the world 
did not even recognize Him. But that 
was not the worst of it. He came unto 
His own, His own people, whom he had 
trained and instructed through the ages, 
and His own received Him not. The 
word used here is a stronger one than 
that used in the previous verse. The 
world did not recognize Him. His own 
people did not welcome Him. 

But the Light was not rejected by all. 
There were some who did receive Him. 
To all of these he gave power (RSv) to 
become the sons of God. Note that, ac- 
cording to John’s conception, and this is 
also the teaching of Jesus, we are not all 
the sons of God. Only those can rightly 
be called sons of God who have come to 
share in the divine life. Physical birth 
does not insure spiritual birth. The 
latter comes not of blood (considered 
to be the physical source of life), nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man. It comes from God, and it comes to 
those who receive Jesus, those who believe 
in His name. 

John has spoken of the coming of the 
Light. He now puts the same truth in 
different form. 








WALL MOUNTED RACK 


Hold More Wraps in Less Space. 
Standard in checkrooms. Also widely 
used as self-service racks in coffee 
shops, restaurants, meeting rooms— 
wherever people gather. Mount on 
any available wall space, even over 
floor obstructions, accommodate 4 
or 5 persons per ony | foot. Pro- 
vides each with a coat hanger and 
individual hat space. Keeps wraps 
aired, dry, “in-press.”’ Come with 
or without numbers and checks. 
Strongly built of reinforced heavy 
gauge steel. Finished in baked 
enamel, 3’2”, 4’2”, 52” lengths. Mount 
independently or interlock to make 

continuous racks of 
any length. 
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2. The Word Became Flesh, 1:14-18. 
Let us consider first the fact of the 
incarnation—and second, its results. 

(1) The fact of the incarnation. John 
tells us that the Word became flesh. He 
does not mean that the Divine Word, the 
Divine Wisdom, became flesh in the sense 
that he was turned into flesh, or ceased 
to be what he was before; but that he 
became embodied in human form, he 
dwelt in human guise. “It is as if John 
said: “If the whole character of the eter- 
nal God, his heart, his mind, his purpose 
in the universe, were condensed into one 
great word that would rightly represent 
him, that word would be Jesus Christ. 
He is the Living Word of God.’ ” 

Note particularly that Christ is not a 
word of God, he is the Word. 

“Every prophet was a word of God. 
Every great or good man since the world 
began, who has added anything to the gen- 
eral fund of virtue or of truth, has been 
a word of God. Galileo was God’s word 
to science. Luther was God’s word to 
religion. But Christ was the Word, the 
full and complete thought of God, uttered 
once for all, expressing the very soul of 
God.” 

But note that Jesus, as he walked and 
taught in Galilee, is not the eternal Word 
of God—that and nothing more. He is 
the Word become flesh—the Word in 
human form—one who is both God and 
man—God’s character, God’s purpose, 
God’s will, God’s creature, God’s power, 
so far as it can be manifest in one who 
was both human and divine. 


There are many witnesses to this stu- 
pendous fact in the pages that follow. 
But there are three classes of witnesses 
whom John mentions here. First, there 
is John the Baptist. Then there are the 
early disciples. As John says: We be- 
held His glory—‘that is, his character 
in action, unfolded, turned inside out as 
a flower in bloom, full of beauty, equally 
full of truth, grace and reality embodied. 
‘In that character,’ he says, ‘we saw such 
winsomeness, such divine perfection, that 
we could understand and interpret only 
as the Son of the Father.’ ” 


But there are also other witnesses whom 
he can summon. All those who had 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
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WANTED: COMBINATION Organist—Di- 

rector of Religious Education. No sec- 
retarial work. Church membership 460, 
in city of 18,000 population, write “In- 
terested” in care of Presbyterian Outlook, 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 





SINGLE MAN age 21 desires position in 
a Presbyterian home missions institution 
beginning fall term of 1957. Expects to 
graduate from college with B. Mus. degree 
in June 1957. Pianist, organist, vocal so- 
loist, choral conductor. Experience in 
evangelistic music. Ronald Fishbaugh, 
3225 Lake Shore Ct., Orlando, Florida. 





known Christ in their own experience, 
who have learned to know God through 
him, and have tasted of his grace, all true 
Christians through the ages, are valid 
witnesses to this fact. As John trium- 
phantly puts it: 

“For of his fulness we all received, and 
grace for grace (that is grace upon grace, 
grace added to grace). For the law was 
given through Moses. Grace (i.e., the 
unmerited favor of God) and truth (i.e., 
moral and spiritual reality) came through 
Jesus Christ.” 

(2) So much for the fact of the incar- 
nation. What are the results? No man 
has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father (i.e., whose relation to the Father 
is eternally that of one admitted to the 
deepest intimacy and closest fellowship), 
he hath declared him. 

‘He does not reveal all that is meant 
by the word God,” Archbiship Temple 
reminds us. “There even remains the 
unsearchable abyss of deity. But he re- 
veals what it vitally concerns us to know 
—he reveals God as Father.” 

Here is the real theme of the Gospel 
according to John. Jesus Christ is the 
eternal revelation of the Father. We who 
have seen him have seen the Father. 

Laurence Housman in his Little Plays 
has given a dramatic, though of course 
more or less imaginary picture of Francis 
of Assisi’s visit to the Soldan of Egypt 
at the height of the Crusades: 

“Soldan: How wouldst thou make mea 
Christian? 

“Francis: I would show thee Christ, 
Soldan. Or if by that name thou knowest 
him not, then his other name which is 
Love, wherein also dwelleth joy and peace. 
This I have come to show. 

“Soldan: Yea: speak! 

“Francis: 

Oh hearken, for this is wonder! 

Light looked down and beheld dark- 

ness 

‘Thither will I go,’ said Light. 

Peace looked down and beheld war. 
‘Thither will I go,’ said Peace. 

Love looked down and beheld hatred. 
‘Thither will I go,’ said Love. 

So came Light and shone. 

So came Peace and gave rest. 

So came Love and brought Life. 

And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us.” 


For further consideration: In what 
ways has Jesus Christ revealed God be- 
yond the revelation of science or philoso- 
phy? What difference would it make if 
nobody accepted what Jesus taught us 
about God; if everybody accepted what he 
taught us about God? How can we best 
convince the world that God has really 
spoken through Christ? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches, Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CHURCH IN SOVIET RUSSIA. By 
Matthew Spinka,. Oxford University Press, 
New York. 179 pp., $3.25. 

Matthew Spinka describes the attempts 
of the Soviet authorities, successful in the 
end, to force the church into a position 
of complete subservience to the state. 

The tragedy unfolds in three acts, 
under the three Patriarchs who have 
served the Church since the beginning 
of the Communist revolution. 

Patriarch Tikhon (1917-1925) first 
violently opposed the Communist rulers, 
and then, struggling desperately to main- 
tain the church’s freedom, recognized the 
political authority of the Soviet state. 

Patriarch Sergei (1926-1944) con- 
tinued the struggle for ecclesiastical in- 
dependence, but finally capitulated and 
accepted state domination to preserve 
the church from extinction. The severe 
persecutions gradually ceased, and the 
church, after it had proved its loyalty and 
its usefulness in World War II, received 
its present degree of carefully restricted 
freedom. Thus was established 

“, .. the pattern of relations which be- 
came not only the fixed form for Russia 
but for all communist-dominated countries 
as well. As such, this modus vivendi, 
whereby the church has been lulled into 
the belief... of the possibility of a ‘peace- 
ful coexistence and of preservation of its 
essential rights, while in reality it has 
been used as a tool for eliminating all 
religion from society, presents perhaps 
the most difficult problem facing modern 
Christendom.” 

Patriarch Alexei (1944-  ), the pres- 
ent incumbent, has proved himself a will- 
ing tool of the Kremlin’s policies at home 
and abroad, and has been treated with 
open favor by Stalin and his successors. 





How can this “strange alliance” be ex- 
plained? As Professor Spinka sees it, 
Alexei is useful to the Communist regime 
in securing and maintaining the loyalty 
and submission of the Russian popula- 
tion itself and also in extending and 
maintaining Russian influence in other 
lands. The Kremlin on the other hand 
can help Alexei achieve his driving am- 
bition and that of earlier Moscow pa- 
triarchs to establish his pre-eminence 
over the Orthodox communions of other 
lands; in other words, to realize the an- 
cient ideal of Moscow-the-third-Rome. 


“The only hope which Christians may 
entertain (for Christianity in Russia) is 
derived, in the first place [Spinka con- 
cludes] from the faith that all evil is self- 
destructive . . .; secondly from the pos- 
sibility that the Soviet leaders may realize 
that without morality no worthy society 
or culture can be built, and may turn to 
the Church to obtain it; and thirdly, from 
the fact that despite the subservience of 
is sycophantic hierarchy, the rank and file 
of the believers have always lived their 
religious life apart from, and often in 
opposition to, their official leaders, and 
therefore a similar situation may emerge 
under the Soviets. Although the present 
regime is far more dangerous to the re- 
ligious life of its citizens than the tsarist 
rule was, particularly because of the great- 
er control over the education of the young- 
er generation, we must still trust that the 
religious faith of the Russian people shall 
ultimately prove victorious. There al- 
ways will be a ‘holy Russia.’ ” 


Professor Spinka’s book merits wide 


reading. 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE GROWING EDGE. By Howard Thur- 
man. Harper & Brothers, New York. 181 


pp. $3. 

Howard Thurman, now dean of the 
chapel at Boston University, has put us 
in his debt again with what the publishers 
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call “Sermons and Worship Patterns.” 
You will be gratified at the amount of 
material which has been quoted from other 
authors, particularly from O. W. S. Mc- 
Call’s Hand of God. However, you will 
be more grateful for what Dr. Thurman 
has written out of his own rich experience 
(it should not be said that these were 
written because they were actually trans- 
cribed from a tape recorder). This 
preacher can probe your heart, and he 
does, for good. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Don’t Grow Old—Grow Up! Dorothy 
Carnegie. E. P. Dutton & Co., N. Y. 
$2.95. 

The Freedom to Become Yourself. Roy 
A. Burkhart. Prentice-Hall, Inc., N. Y. 
$4.95. 

Jewish Liturgy and its Development. A. 
Z. Idelsohn. Sacred Music Press, N. Y. $5. 

Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide—1957. Edited 
by Frank S. Mead. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J. $2.50. 

Pentecost and God’s Hurry. Roud Shaw. 
Christopher Publishing House, Boston. $3. 

All Men Are Brothers. A Portrait of 
Albert Schweitzer. Charlie May Simon. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Ine., N. Y. $3. 

Heritage of the Desert. Harry B. Ellis. 
Ronald Press Co., N. Y. $5. 

Counseling and Theology. William E. 
Hulme. Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. 
$3.75. 

Speculation in Pre-Christian Philosophy. 
Richard Kroner. Westminster Press, Phil- 
adelphia. $5.75. 
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CHANGES 

Thomas P. Lovett, from Houston, Texas, 
to 3400 Hillcrest Drive, Waco, Texas. 

Edward L. Beall, from Memphis, Mo., 
to First Church, Donnellson, Iowa. 

J. R. Hollandsworth, from Mexico City 
to Colonia Pincon 21, Teloloapan, Guer- 
rero, Mexico. 

Roger Williams, who has been associate 
pastor of Westminster church, St. Joseph, 
Mo., is now pastor of that church. 

William E. Newton, from Crockett, 
Texas, to the North Decatur church, 3109 
McCurdy Way, Decatur, Ga. 

Charles Chamberlain, from Camden, 
N. Y., to associate pastor of the Amherst 
Community church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Wilfrid Hasbrouck, formerly in Clinton, 
N. Y., has become associated with the 
Wells Organization. 

David Rockefeller, from Amboy, N. Y., 
to assistant pastor of the Marshfield, 
Wisc., church. 

Alexander Sime, from New York City 
to Baldwin, N. Y. 

Woodrow Witmer, from Oosick Falls, 
N. Y., to associate pastor First church, 
Lockport, N. Y. 

John B. Macinnes, Stamford, N. Y., has 
been called to be pastor of a new church 
in West Greece, N. Y. 








DEATHS 


Edwin Taliaferro Wellford, 85, died in a 
Newport News hospital Nov. 26. Dr. Well- 
ford’s only church was the First Church, 
Newport News, where he served for 48 
years, retiring in 1940. For many years 
he was chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Union Seminary in Virginia, and for 
some years he represented the Synod of 
Virginia on the General Assembly's com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. 

James A. Huff, Jr., 49, died November 15 
at his home in Winter Park, Fla. He was 
ordained at the age of 45, after serving 
as president of the Rockwood, Tenn., 
Hosiery Mills, completing his studies at 
Louisville Seminary in 1954. He served 
as pastor of Central church, Princeton, 
Ky., until forced to resign last July 1 
on account of illness, when he moved to 
Florida. He had been very active in the 
official leadership of Christian Endeavor 
work. 

Frank L. Gosnell, 64, died November 21 
in Winter Haven, Fla., where he had 


gone for a rest. He was associate pastor 
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of Hitchcock Memorial church, Scarsdale, 
Me Ms 

J. C. Shive, 87, died at Yorktown, Texas, 
Nov. 1. His pastoral service was in North 
and South Carolina and Virginia. Upon 
retirement he moved to South Texas 
where he continued to serve as temporary 
supply in churches until four years ago. 

Miss Ottora Horne, missionary in 
Beirut, Lebanon, for 37 years, died Nov. 
23 in Wooster, Ohio, at the age of 87. 
She retired from service in 1939. In 1937 
she was decorated with the Order of 
Merit by the Lebanon government—the 
first educational missionary to be so 
honored. 

Mrs. William E. Vanderbilt, missionary 
to Mexico for 21 years and in Colombia 
for 21 years, died in Pasadena, Calif., 
Nov. 26, at the age of 84. 


TO ALASKA 

Eugene Carson Blake, Presbyterian, 
USA, Assembly’s Stated Clerk, will spend 
the Christmas season with the men and 
chaplains of the Alaskan Command, 
representing the churches of the nation. 
Going as president of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, he will leave Dec. 14, 
returning Dec. 28, Last year he went 
to the Arctic bases on a similar mission 
and the year before to Japan and Korea. 


R. E. W. WEEK 

W. A. Benfield, Jr., Louisville, Ky., led 
the Spiritual Enrichment Week at Green- 
brier College and Greenbrier Military 
School recently. 


RADIO 

Scheduled as preachers over the Protes- 
tant Hour, from Atlanta, Ga., and 500 
radio stations are the following Presby- 
terian USA ministers: 

Dec. 30, Earle W. Crawford, Wichita 
Falls, Texas. 

Jan. 6, Glenn W. Moore, New York. 

Jan. 20, G. Raymond Campbell, Okla- 
homa City. 

Jan. 27, Herman L. Turner, Atlanta, Ga. 

Feb. 3, John K, Mitchell, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The following men are scheduled as 
preachers on the Columbia Church of the 
Air: 


Jan. 13, Claude Conley, Harrisonburg, 
Pa. 

Mar. 3, Ralph Turnbull, Seattle, Wash. 

May 19, David W. Proffitt, Maryville, 
Tenn. 

June 2, G. Raymond Campbell, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. 

DCE TO BOARD 

Elise Merriam, who has been director 
of Christian education for Westminster 
church, Richmond, Va., has become an 
associate in the department of leader- 
ship of education for the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board. of Christian Education. Her 
particular responsibility will be leader- 
ship schools and classes. 

Marietta Yarnell, who has been on the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Church Extension staff 
in Atlanta for the past six years, will 
become “church worker” for the Brown 
Memorial and Tilford churches in Leather- 
wood and Tilford, Ky., effective Jan. 15. 
She will live in Tilford. 


Contributions to N. C. 
Church Colleges Double 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. (RNs)—Con- 
tributions in support of North Carolina 
church-related colleges for the first six 
months of the current fiscal year were 
more than double the amount for the 
corresponding period last year. 

This was reported here to the board 
of trustees of the North Carolina Foun- 
dation for Church-Related Colleges. 

For the first six months of the current 
year the foundation received $73,326 
from 51 contributors. For the same period 
last year it received $30,000 from 35 
contributors. The total for last year was 
$110,117 from 117 contributors. 

The funds, solicited by the presidents 
of the 25 member-colleges, are distributed 
among the schools at the end of the year. 
Contributions come primarily from busi- 
ness and industry. 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Early Application is Essential 
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Selection, beginning February first, made from 
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